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Hintergrund

Knowledge sharing (KS) describes an active and dynamic process in which information and ideas are
reciprocally exchanged, amended and reused within a group [2, 8]. Existing literature on this topic
mainly focused on knowledge transfer within enterprises or between enterprises and knowledge-
creating organizations such as universities. However, formal and informal knowledge exchange within
the campus, specifically among students, is also gaining importance, since previous work investigated
its value and various benefits. Thus, KS seems to have positive effects on leadership qualities [5] or
teamwork skills [9], which are certainly crucial aspects for the future of students. In addition,
universities are usually non-profit institutions and offer a trustworthy atmosphere in which the
acquisition and exchange of knowledge takes place every day. Thus, it can be assumed that KS
among students is different from KS among employees in a company. Previous studies have focused
on various factors influencing KS among university students. For instance, it was examined how social
media platforms or mobile social apps affect KS among students [1, 5, 9] or how trust within the
group impacts KS behavior [2]. Although there have been post pandemic studies on online learning
among students [4], research on the impact of the transition to digital university life on KS during the
pandemic and its development in this period is very limited [3].

https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=art_%3DBA
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=betreuerin_%3DMaria%20Menendez%20Blanco%20%2F%20Michael%20Achmann
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=erstgutachterin_%3DChristian%20Wolff
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=zweitgutachterin_%3DN.N.
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=status_%3Dabgeschlossen
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=stichworte_%3DKnowledge%20sharing
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=stichworte_%3Dlearning%20communities
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=stichworte_%3Dpost-pandemic
https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/alle?dataflt%5B0%5D=stichworte_%3Dfocus%20groups


Last
update:
20.12.2022
23:47

arbeiten:knowledge_sharing_among_university_students_-_a_qualitative_study_of_practices_attitudes_and_barriers https://wiki.mi.ur.de/arbeiten/knowledge_sharing_among_university_students_-_a_qualitative_study_of_practices_attitudes_and_barriers

https://wiki.mi.ur.de/ Printed on 18.04.2024 19:16

Zielsetzung der Arbeit

The aim of this thesis is to investigate how KS behavior among students was affected during online
studying. Specifically, we want to investigate how the channels and practices, the barriers and the
overall attitude and motivation towards KS have changed during the pandemic and how students can
be supported. For this purpose, focus groups are conducted with students. In order to determine
differences between the various fields of study, students from as many different faculties as possible
are included [7]. The students will be split in two groups, one with students who started studying
before the pandemic and one with those who have enrolled since the pandemic. This will also allow
comparative conclusions to be derived using qualitative content analysis [6].

Konkrete Aufgaben

Literature research and preparation
Investigation of existing research methods related to (online) knowledge sharing
Design and implementation of a focus group study
Data preparation and analysis
Discussion and interpretation of the results

Erwartete Vorkenntnisse

Desk research
Design, implementation and evaluation of empirical studies
Know-how in preparing and analyzing qualitative data
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