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Hintergrund

Smart virtual assistants such as Amazon's Alexa, Apple's Siri or Microsoft's Cortana are predominantly
modeled after female personas and have female names. It is possible that users might interact
differently with the system because it appears to be female. This could be the fault of preexisting
gender bias. It is also possible that gender bias might increase when using a male voice or persona.

Zielsetzung der Arbeit

The aim of this thesis is to determine the effect of interacting with smart virtual assistants on gender
bias. We conduct a study in which male and female participants interact with a simulated male or
female smart virtual assistant to determine effects on gender bias.

Konkrete Aufgaben

Literature review Developing a study design Developing an apparatus that simulates a male and a
female smart virtual assistant Conduct the study Analyzing the results
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